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MADIKWE GAME RESERVE
Madikwe Game Reserve is currently the country’s fourth 
largest game reserve, created from 75,000 hectares of 
farmland, which had been extensively degraded by over-
grazing. It is situated in the North West Province and 
is bordered by Botswana to the North, the spectacular 
Dwarsberg Mountains to the South and the Marico River 
to the East. The reserve comprises a diverse range of habi-
tats from acacia savannah to riverine. 

TAU GAME LODGE is part of a unique wildlife project. 
In 1992, Madikwe Game Reserve was chosen as the site 
of Operation Phoenix, the biggest ever government-spon-
sored game relocation programme in Africa. It involved 
re-stocking and conserving flora and wildlife, which had 
long disappeared from the region. Ten thousand animals 
of 27 major species have been re-introduced to the re-
serve over a six-year period, with animals coming from 
various reserves and breeding centres. Northwest Parks 
has adhered to a strict policy of re-introducing only those 
species which originally occurred in the area.

The name Phoenix is appropriate as, like the mythi-
cal bird that burnt itself to a crisp on the pyre and then 
rose from the ashes to live again with new vigour, nature 
has regained a stronghold on the land. The programme 
has been hugely successful with game viewing now at 
its prime.



8 9

Madikwe Game Reserve boasts year-round game view-
ing and is one of the few reserves where one can view a 
wide variety of fauna: breeding herds of elephant, white 
and black rhino, lion, cheetah, spotted and brown hyena, 
buffalo, leopard, zebra and the endangered wild dog. 
Various antelope species include Impala, springbok, kudu, 
waterbuck, eland, blesbok, nyala and sable. Wildebeest, 
giraffe, ostrich and warthog, together with an array of 
small mammals, are amongst the magnificent animals that 
roam the reserve. Madikwe is also home to a bird popula-
tion of over 250 different species. 

On the far Northern border of South Africa lies a 

beautiful area known as the Groot Marico and it is 
in this spectacular setting, in the malaria-free Madik-
we Game Reserve, that privately owned TAU GAME 
LODGE is situated.

The lodge was built in 1995 and overlooks a natural 
waterhole, which attracts a variety of game, as does the 
diverse vegetation that thrives in the fertile topsoil. The 
lodge has since been revamped and offers comfort and 
luxury while still having a bush feel to it.

Situated an easy four hour drive or 50 minute flight 
from Johannesburg, TAU, the place of the lion, can host 
and accommodate up to 60 people. 
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THE MAIN LODGE
The two-tier main body of the lodge comprises a curio shop, 
an impressive reception hall, a swimming pool, a comfort-
able upstairs lounge, a library/entertainment room, and a 
bar and dining-room which overlook the waterhole.

Delicious buffet breakfasts and lunches are generally 
served in the main building or on the veranda next to 
the plunge pool, while dinner is served in one of the cosy 
bomas or at our bush dinner venue under the stars.

ACCOMMODATION
Thirty rustic chalets are spread out in U-formation on ei-
ther side of the lodge, offering excellent views of animals 
approaching the waterhole from the opposite bank. The 
lodge has a five-star rating and chalets are equipped with 
both air-conditioning and ceiling fans, mini-bars, tea and 
coffee facilities. 

Each chalet has its own wooden deck, which allows 
one to experience the bush in privacy and is equipped 
with an en-suite bathroom and open-air shower. All of 
the chalets have been extended and are ideal for families 
of three (two adults & one child).

Each of the two corner units on either side of the lodge 
are inter-leading and share a comfortable lounge and have 
outside showers as well as a jacuzzi.  
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THE CONVENTION CENTRE & SPA FACILITIES
Crowning the ten year anniversary of the lodge, the ex-
quisite, state-of-the-art TAU Game Lodge convention 
centre opened its doors for the first time in September 
2005 and the venue was inaugurated during President 
Mbeki’s 5th Presidential International Advisory Council on 
the Information Society and Development.

A recent addition to Tau is the magnificent “Spa Oasis”. 
Guests are offered deep relaxation and rejuvenating Spa 
treatments, surrounded by the beauty of the African bush. 
Energising treatments and therapies range from authen-
tic African Treatments to specialised hydrotherapy treat-
ments. Guests can create their own spa experience with 
the treatment options or they can choose from specially 
designed spa package options.

Madikwe has the distinction of being one of the few 
game reserves in the world to be proclaimed purely on 
the grounds of being the most appropriate and sustain-
able land use for an area.

It further represents an extension to this philosophy in 
that it is run as a joint venture between the state, the 
private sector and local communities. The aim being, to 
wherever possible, involve the members of the local com-
munity in wealth creation through tourism, skills develop-
ment and training, and to impart the benefits of wildlife 
tourism and the protection of the natural environment.



14 15

In line with this philosophy, Tau’s owner Robert Gerard, set 
up the Tau Foundation to fund the community project and 
encouraged his overseas business visitors to contribute and 
make donations towards this non-profit organisation. 

Since it’s inception The Tau Foundation, driven by 
Tau’s director Clifford Green, has implemented a number 
of impressive projects in the local Supingstad commu-
nity and we are proud of what the Tau Foundation has 
achieved so far. The social responsibility programme is 
delivering tangible results at the various local schools. 
This includes the fencing and safekeeping of the school 
properties and upgrading of the school sports fields and 
playgrounds.

The social responsibility programme has also seen the 
renovation of school buildings and facilities, setting up of 
vegetable gardens, computer rooms, creating a borehole, 

and installing guttering, water tanks and toilets with run-
ning water at the high school.

Guests visiting the lodge are offered the opportunity 
to visit the Supingstad schools, the local leather factory, 
some traditional historical sites or they can contribute to 
the soup kitchen which Tau arranges at the schools.

The Tau foundation has also granted University spon-
sorships to students with academic potential and stimu-
lates their performing arts by employing the high school 
pupils as a singer-dance group.

Our guests play a critical role in supporting the Tau 
foundation by integrating local and international travellers 
and rural people to their mutual benefit.

Tau Game lodge recently applied for BEE status 
evaluation and as a result was accredited as a level three 
contributor. 






